CHAPTER   III

THE POLITICAL MOVEMENT: SECOND PERIOD
(1914-1930)

THE WAR AXD POLITICAL CONCENTRATION

IT would be idle to speculate, what would have happened in
India if the War had broken out five years earlier. It is certain
in any case that the whole-hearted way in which India ranged
herself at England's side against Germany was very largely
the product of Lord Hardinge's wise and sympathetic vice-
royalty. It was Lord Hardinge again who now insisted on
Indian troops being sent, not as auxiliaries, nor into zones of
minor strategic importance, but as the complete equals of their
European comrades into breaches on the Western Front, on
the holding of which, then and there, the outcome of the
War itself depended. In 1824 Canning, by recognizing the
independence of Argentina, had "called in the New World
to redress the balance of the Old": less than a century later,
Lord Hardinge, by acknowledging India as a peer among
peers in the comity of the World's Nations, called in the East
to redress the balance of the West. Because it was Lord Hard-
inge who declared its passage to be indispensable for the pursuit
of the War, the Imperial Legislative Council of India passed
without a murmur a Defence of India Act so drastic, that a
tithe of it would under other circumstances have sufEced to
create a storm of opposition. With perfect grace India consented
to a free gift of a hundred million pounds towards England's
war expenditure and in a hundred other ways made a "war
effort," which, particularly in the early days of the War, was
perhaps the most valuable rendered to England at the time*
This somewhat unexpected \mamjnity of Indian loyalty of